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Century-old shopping complex prospers in 
upscale Hanalei
Pacific Business News (Honolulu) - by Jon Letman PBN Contributor

When Chinese immigrant Ching Yuk Hom arrived 
on Kauai a century ago and opened a general 
merchandise store on a small parcel of leased land 
in Hanalei, he never could have imagined that 
purveyors of digital photo processing, fiberglass 
surf boards, Web design and pizza by the slice 
would one day occupy a market on the same spot 
still bearing his family name. 

But those are exactly the type of businesses found today at Ching 
Young Village, a 40,000-square-foot shopping center on 2.4 
acres that sit, as the tag line goes, in "the heart of Hanalei." 

Ching Young Village, the oldest and largest commercial retail 
complex in this high-profile town on Kauai's North Shore, is home 
to some 30 tenants, a mix of eateries, clothing and accessory 
shops, galleries, professional offices and services ranging from real 
estate management to sports equipment rentals. 

Managed by Ching Yuk Hom's grandson, Mike Ching, the 
shopping complex is a textbook example of sound commercial 
management; modest, steady growth; and stable business 
practices that have resulted in a successful and popular 
commercial operation where tourists and locals shop together. 

Looking back at the post-Iniki years -- Hurricane Iniki still is used 
as a measuring stick 15 years later -- Ching remembers the 
devastation the storm brought to the island and his shopping 
complex. Forty percent of Ching Young Village was damaged but 
the original Ching Young Store, built in 1906, survived. 

It took several years, but eventually all insurance claims were 
settled and the shopping center was rebuilt. 

A scarcity of visitors resulted in some vacancies in the mid-1990s, 
Ching recalls, but the complex refrained from raising rents during 
the rest of the decade to maintain stability and prevent further 
tenant loss. 

"During that time, we worked with new tenants to see what they 
could handle," he said. 

Beginning in about 2000, Ching Young Village was able to raise 
rents to keep pace with market values. By the early 2000s real 
estate values on Kauai began to accelerate significantly or, as 
Ching puts it, "gone crazy, skyrocketed." 

Search for Jobs     powered by onTargetJobs

 Search

View Pacific Jobs - 262 jobs today

Military Friendly Employers - Landmark Destiny 
Group

Work for an Industry Leader - Sprint

Military Friendly Employers - Landmark Destiny 
Group

Work for an Industry Leader - Sprint

Work for an Industry Leader - Sprint

Search Jobs |Post Resume |Online Degrees

Employers - Post a Job Today

Featured Property

Price: $2,300,000
Building Size: 20,834 SF

Honolulu > Print Edition > Industries > Real Estate - Commercial  Subscribe to Pacific Business News

IN DEPTH:

Keywords

Email Alerts
Get the latest local business 

news delivered to your 

inbox. Sign up Today!



Century-old shopping complex prospers in upscale Hanalei - Pacific Bus... http://pacific.bizjournals.com/pacific/stories/2008/02/18/focus4.html

2 of 3 4/4/2008 8:25 AM

Contact the Editor  Need Assistance?  More Latest News 

More News Headlines Popular News Stories

Business Directory
Find local business services by clicking on a category

Legal - Real Estate

Computer Dealers

Auto Accessories

Engagement Rings

Disability Insurance

Branding

More Services: 401K Plans401K Plans

View all Honolulu Press Releases

View ALL Press Releases

One beneficiary of the higher land values, particularly on Kauai's 
North Shore, may be Ching Young's business owners themselves. 
Along with high land values have come customers who are less 
price conscious and inclined to spend more. 
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