An Iraqi blogger brings his message to the Islands

Writing for his country

JON LETMAN

ostpeople come

to Hawai‘i for

a bit of sun

and fun and to

forget about
home. Raed Jarrar came here to re-
member, and to remind.

Home for Jarrar is Baghdad,
though today he lives in Washing-
ton D.C. where he is a consultant
for the American Friends Service
Committee (AFSC), a Nobel Prize
winning organization that carries
out social justice and peace pro-
grams worldwide.

Educated as an architect, Jarrar
said he didn’t have the privilege to
pursue his chosen career.

“I didn’t wake up one morning
and say, ‘I think I will quit archi-
tecture and fight for peace and jus-
tice,”” Jarrar said.

That decision was made for him
by a bomb which fell on his neigh-
borhood during the 2003 U.S. inva-
sion of Iraq.

Last month, the AFSC arranged
for Jarrar to visit Hawai‘i as part of
a speaking tour intended to raise
awareness and dispel myths about
the war and occupation. During
his Hawai‘i stop, Jarrar spoke at
schools and campuses on O‘ahu,

Hawai‘i and Kaua‘i.

Jarrar talked about the occupa-
tion, models for war reparations,
Iraqi political history and discrep-
ancies between how Iraqis see
themselves and how they are por-
trayed in the U.S. media, but his
main message couldn’t have been
simpler:

Get out of Iraq, give us our coun-
try back and leave us alone.

Pointing out that in any discus-
sion of U.S. involvement in Iraq,
the voices most notably absent are
those of the very people who have
suffered most under sanctions,
wars and occupation—the Iraqis
themselves.

Sidelined by the Bush adminis-
tration, Congress, the military and
others, the Iraqis are instead being
used to justify the ongoing occupa-
tion by those who insist Iraq would
otherwise fall apart completely.

But Jarrar reminded his audi-
ences that three-quarters of the
Iraqi public wants the U.S. out now,
unequivocally, with no residual
forces, no outside mercenaries (aka
military contractors) and no perma-
nent bases.

Cool but impassioned and punc-
tuated with notes of sardonic hu-
mor, Jarrar mapped 18 years of
shifting justifications for U.S. in-

terference in Iraq which, along with
the American public’s understand-
ing (or lack thereof) of Iraqi histo-
ry, politics, culture and society, are
based on distortions, myths, quar-
ter-truths and outright lies.

“The reasons for the conflict in
Iraq are not religious or sectarian,”
Jarrar said. “Rather, the reason is
an illegal foreign occupation that is
destroying Iraq.”

Just as it is ludicrous to talk in ab-
solute terms about “The Catholics”
or “The Whites” in America, so it is
in Iraq, Jarrar said.

“Who are ‘The Sunnis’ and ‘The
Shiites?”” asked Jarrar. “There are
some Sunnis and there are some
Shi‘ites, just as there are some
Christians, some Yazidis and some
Mandaeans.

Jarrar, whose father is Sunni
and mother is Shi‘ite, said there
is a common mischaracterization
of Muslim sects as having been at
battle for thousands of years.

Speaking about the perceived
differences in Iraq policy between
Senators Barack Obama and John
McCain, Jarrar lamented: both have
basically the same plan, to with-
draw some U.S. forces but leave
up to 75,000 troops in Iraq indefi-
nitely, both citing the same reasons:
protect the U.S. embassy, train Iraqi

Peace activist Raed Jarrar

forces and conduct counter-terror-
ism measures.

Even more disturbing, Jarrar said,
is that this Iraq policy is no differ-
ent from the plan the Bush adminis-
tration follows, just repackaged for
different audiences.

“The Democratic candidates say
they will start withdrawing troops
a couple months after coming to
power, but they never say when
they will end withdrawal. There is
something in the fine print that says
‘but we will keep half the troops in
Iraq indefinitely.”

Jarrar cautioned his audience,
“unless a candidate commits to a
complete withdrawal now, they will
not do anything after getting into

office.” Between now and Novem-
ber is the time to move if there is
to be a real change in U.S. policy
in Iragq.

And what did Hawai‘i teach
Jarrar?

“Before coming, my knowledge
of Hawai‘i was similar to U.S.
mainstream knowledge of Iraq—I
got my information about Hawai‘i
from CNN and Fox News,” he
joked.

“It is amazing to see the scale of
militarism in Hawai‘i, Jarrar said.
“Hawaiians know the meaning of
foreign invasion. It’s not an abstract
concept, they have lived through it.”
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Just Think.. What if you could experience and connect physically, mentally, and
spiritually with a higher power that can empower you to bring into your life
whatever you desire? Huna is the original art and science of healing and spiritual
development of the Hawaiian people. In this unique training, you will be introduced
to finding out more about who we are and the nature of the world we live in.

ALSO INCLUDED IN THIS TRAINING...
Neuro-Linguistic Programming, Time Empowerment®, and Hypnosis are

leading-edge technologies for accelerated human change. With these technologies,
we can change our lives by controlling how we process our thoughts and emotions.

YOU WILL LEARN HOW TO:
« Create instant rapport with others
- Utilize the structure of language to create thought patterns in yourself and others
« Obtain understanding and agreement quickly, even with opposing viewpoints
- Disconnect the power of past negative experiences that block you from achieving

{7 Efpowerment

GAIN MASTERY IN THE ACCELERATED
PRACTITIONER TRAINING WITH HUNA
INCLUDING CERTIFICATION IN NLP,
TIME EMPOWERMENT AND HYPNOSIS

* J AWAKEN SOMETHING INSIDE OF YOU

CALL NOW TO HEAR MATTHEW B. JAMES,
MA, DCH, INTERNATIONAL TRAINER,
LECTURER, AND EDUCATOR!

1-800-800-6463 or visiT
WWW.HUNA.COM

una

- 615 Pilkol Street., Ste. 501 Honolulu, Hawaii 96814 » tal:800.800.6463 = fax:808.596.7764

JUNE 24-JUL 2, KONA, HI
LIMITED ENROLLMENT -

Huna, Neuro-Linguistic Programming, Time Empowerment®, and
Hypnosis are all innovative approaches to understanding and
directing human experience, behavior, and communication.
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